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tive value of the different decrees. If there was to be a
great reforming movement to cleanse, to purify, and to
stimulate, the most important decrees were surely those
which, by ordering annual provincial synods, strove to
unite the bishops in a common policy, and, by demanding
free elections by cathedral chapters and aloofness from secu-
lar affairs, would free the bishops from outside influences and
cause them to devote all their energy to the service of the
Church. Yet these were precisely the decrees most generally
and flagrantly ignored. Instead, the bishops emphasized
the purely disciplinary and essentially unoriginal decrees
which could not hope to^tir up any spirit of enthusiasm,
the rousing of which would have been a far more effective
method of ridding the Church of those vices which the
bishops fruitlessly endeavoured to exterminate by punitive
methods. It was because they adopted this policy that we
see the paradox of the greater activity of the bishops in the
administration of their dioceses side by side with the general
increase in a spirit of materialism and secularism in the
Church.
The bishops never questioned the theoretical binding
force of canon law. In practice, however, and the distinc-
tion is peculiarly characteristic of the Medieval Church, it
was merely of great authority, local needs, local traditions,
and their own predilections constantly influencing the
bishops in its enforcement. The fact that the canons
of local councils were far better known than those of
the General Council is not without its significance, nor is
the fact that the bishops chose out such decrees of the
Lateran Council as they pleased for republication in their
dioceses. The parts of canon law which were of binding
force both theoretically and practically were the technical
and doctrinal which all Christians had to receive c as repre-
senting the mind of the Holy Ghost*.1 As far as they
were able the bishops endeavoured to carry out the other
commands of canon law, but if these commands threatened
to upset the privileges or customary duties of the bishops
they ignored them. They did not maintain that the Pope
1 O. S. Reichel emphasizes these two aspects of canon kw in his Canon Law of
Church Institutions, vol. i.
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